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I infused the topic of sustainability into one major assignment in each of my Writing 107 

classes in both the Fall 2008 and Spring 2009 semesters. My basic approach here was to 

give students the option of writing their argument essays on the topic of sustainability as 

it presents itself on the University of Scranton campus.  The students were asked to take a 

stand on the issue of sustainability: the question was whether or not they believed that 

enough measures were being taken through the practice of sustainability to address 

environmental issues of today’s society. For this assignment, there were also two other 

essay choices: one about the true purpose of a liberal arts education and the other 

addressed the problem of violence and crime on campus. In preparation for this essay, we 

read two chapters of the Composing a Civic Life textbook; chapter 9 consisted of several 

types of essays and poems that addressed the topic of the environment and the use of 

natural resources. Initially, we also spent some time on the University’s website in order 

for the students to become familiar with the topic of sustainability; many students in both 

classes had no idea about what the term meant or what the University was doing about it. 

Moreover, my Spring 2009 class also could not quite make the connection between 

sustainability and the Earth Day events held on campus. Overall, a small percentage of 

students in both classes chose to respond to the sustainability question: three students in 

the Fall 2008 class and four students in the Spring 2009 class. However, I think my 

successes here would include making the students aware of what sustainability is (to the 

point where several of them wrote their essays on this topic), how it is practiced on 

campus, and how it possibly connects to other events on-campus not explicitly labeled 

sustainability.     

 

Originally, I had anticipated, also by way of preparation for the essay, to either screen the 

documentary 11
th

 Hour and/or schedule Mark Murphy as a guest speaker for the class. In 

both semesters, because of the lengthy discussions about the numerous readings of 

Chapter 9, I did not have the time to schedule either event in either semester.  Moreover, 

in discussing the readings of Chapter 9 in Fall 2008, I discovered one main point: the 

students tended not to respond to the poems and creative non-fiction pieces in this 

chapter. In Spring 2009, I eliminated those readings from the Chapter 9 assignment and 

the class discussion seemed to go better. However, the discussions in my Fall 2008 class 

seemed to be much more energized and creative. For example, in discussing how the 

university’s efforts on campus are made visible and what more can possibly be done, 

students brought up the issue of how many bottles and cans from illegal drinking in the 

dorms do not get recycled out of a fear of being penalized. The students contemplated 

starting a “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” program, where students would be allowed to recycle 

whatever container without having to offer an explanation. In the end, I suppose my 

failures would be in not getting more students to write on this topic (perhaps showing the 

documentary or scheduling the guest speaker would have inspired more interest in the 

issue) and in not being able to encourage more creative and imaginative discussion about 

what more can be done to enhance the university’s efforts at sustainability. Then again, 

there is always next year.  
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Course Description: 

This course is designed to continue the enhancement of the intermediate student’s composition 

skills.  As the undergraduate catalog states, this course “is a study of expository and 

argumentative prose, and the strategies and techniques used by successful academic writers. 

Successful completion of WRTG 107 (with a grade of C or better) course fulfills the university’s 

written communication requirement. It cannot be counted toward the Writing Track or the 

Writing Minor” (146). Overall, this class aims to give the student a comprehensive and an as 

much as possible detailed understanding of composition.      

 

Aims: 

1.1 Read various texts such as essays, newspaper articles, and websites 

1.2 Form effective and clear thesis statements and essays 

1.3 Form articulate verbal responses to issues discussed in class 

 

Required Texts: 

Two texts are required for this class. They are listed below. I expect each student to have his or 

her own copy of each of these texts, so that he or she will bring these texts to class every day 

there is a reading due. If you do not use the bookstore to get your books, please get the same 

edition of each text that the bookstore has in stock.  

 

Composing a Civic Life. Eds. Michael Berndt & Amy Muse. 2
nd

 edition, Pearson Longman.  

The New McGraw-Hill Handbook, Eds. Elaine P. Maimon, Janice H. Peritz, & Kathleen Blake 

Yancey, 2
nd

 edition, McGraw-Hill  

  

Required Writing Assignments:  

There will be four essays (four-five pages each). The topics for all of these assignments and tests 

will come from class discussions. All assignments must address the topic selection and 

requirements of the writing and exam prompts I give out in class. Essays must follow MLA 

format; this requirement means that all essays should feature the following elements: double-

spaced lines, 12 point Times New Roman font (or some other reasonable font style and size), 1-

1.25 inch margins all around, numbered pages, a proper heading, and a title. When length and 

other requirements are not met, the essay’s grade will be penalized.   

 

Final essays must also be handed-in with all pre-work, including your draft and peer review from 

the in-class workshop and any feedback from me. If a student hands in an essay without its pre-

work, he or she risks earning an “F” on that essay. On draft workshop days, you must bring one 

complete, typed draft copy of your essay to class in order to share it with one other class mate 

during the review session. No drafts or incomplete drafts will incur point deductions on workshop 

days. 

 

Essays must be handed in at the beginning of class on the day they are due. If essays are handed-

in after that time, they are considered late. Late essays will be dropped one half letter grade for 

every day they are late.  

 



At the end of the semester, each student shall collect his or her written work for the class into a 

portfolio. The student may be asked to revise 1-3 of his or her essays, and write a fourth essay 

evaluating his or her writing process and how it has changed.  

  
There will also be journal/homework/quiz and other in-class assignments that will be given nearly 

every class session throughout the semester in order to ensure that the class is keeping up with the 

reading.   

This in-class work cannot be made-up!!! This is non-negotiable. Nor can you take a quiz and then 

leave class; if you are absent for most of the class, then you are absent for the quiz. The only 

possible exceptions to this rule are death and student illness (verifiable by doctor’s note). 

 

As for the presentations, each student will be expected to present an outline of his or her essay 

during the class session before the draft workshops. The presentation should be no longer than 5 

minutes. The goals for the presentation are as follows: 

1) State the thesis of your essay  

2) Summarize main points or examples that support your essay’s thesis 

3) Point out the quotations used in the essay 

4) Indicate presence and content of the introduction and conclusion 

You will write up your presentation, addressing the four goals of the assignment, and hand-in a 

copy of the written part of the presentation to me before you orally present your work. You 

should also bring a digital copy of your presentation to demonstrate to the class. Each 

presentation will be worth 25 pts.  

 

Assignment Breakdown: 

Essay #1: 100 pts. 

Essay #2: 100 pts. 

Essay #3: 100 pts. 

Essay #4: 100 pts. 

Draft workshops: 100 pts. 

Presentation: 100 pts.  

Quizzes: 200pts. 

Portfolio: 200pts. 

 

Grading Scale: 

A: 95-100 

A-: 94-90 

B+: 89-87 

B: 86-84 

B-: 83-80 

C+: 79-77 

C: 76-74 

C-: 73-70 

D+: 69-67 

D: 66-64 

D-: 63-60 

F: Below 60 points 

 

Attendance and Assignment Policies: 

The success of a writing class depends upon its students primarily. You must come to class every 

time we are in session, and you must come to class prepared (having done the reading and writing 

assignments for the day’s class and with the necessary books). If you come to class unprepared, I 



can mark you absent for the day as you cannot participate in class discussion or activities. Of 

course, there are days when we are not well; therefore, you are allowed 3 absences. (I make no 

distinction between excused or unexcused absences.) More than 3 absences can endanger your 

grade or even the possibility of passing the class at all. Despite completing all the written work, 

you can still fail this class for excessive absences. Since 20% of your grade (outside of exams) is 

based on in-class work, numerous absences almost necessarily mean failure of the class. Let me 

emphasize, missed in-class work cannot be made up.     

 

Please note: I have a call-on student policy now. When class discussion is lagging, I will call 

upon students, so be forewarned.  

 

If you cannot help being absent to class, I expect you to inform me of your absence beforehand 

and to find out what you missed in class. Frequently, readings and due dates may be amended. 

You can get up-to-date by having a classmate’s email.   

 

All students should have hard copies and digital copies (outside of a computer’s hard-drive) of 

work turned into me. Students should also keep all work handed back to them in a secure location 

in case of unforeseen circumstances. Keeping track of your academic progress is both of our 

responsibilities. 

 

Overall, please feel free to see me or contact me with your questions, issues, and concerns about 

the class. I am here to help make your college experience a successful one. 

  

Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence: 

The Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence (CTLE) is located in the Harper-McGinnis 

Wing (5th floor) of St. Thomas Hall and is there for students to take part of its services. The 

CTLE provides peer tutoring, a writing center, reading services, online tutorials and workshops, 

and accommodations for students with special needs. Please feel free and be encouraged to 

contact the CTLE if you feel its services can enhance your learning experience at the University 

of Scranton (570-941-4038). 

 

Students with Disabilities:           

In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the 

Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant documentation. Students 

should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th 

floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment. 
 

Academic Code of Honesty:  

All students enrolled at the University of Scranton should be familiar with this institution’s 

academic code of honesty. It is available in the Student Handbook, in the deans’ offices, and on 

the web at www.scranton.edu/student_handbook. Specifically for the purposes of this class, any 

attempts at plagiarism (the act of passing off someone else’s words and ideas as your own-

whether intentional or not- is considered plagiarism) will be dealt with harshly within the 

department and possibly with the dean of the college and the Academic Dishonesty Hearing 

Board. Those students in violation of the honesty code will receive failing grades and possibly 

face other disciplinary actions.           

 

Classroom Etiquette: 

http://www.scranton.edu/student_handbook


1) All communication / music devices must be turned off and put away for the 

duration of class. (If this is not possible, please inform me of why during the first 

week of class.) 

2) Come to class prepared with the day’s assignments completed and with the required 

books. 

3) Listen to the instructor and each other. 

4) Do not read other materials or do other work in this class. 

5) Do not listen to lecture or participate in discussion with your head on your desk or 

with your hands folded behind your head, leaning back in your chair. 

 

 

 

Tentative Reading and Writing Assignments (subject to change at my discretion and upon 

in-class notification) 

 
M (2/2): Introduction to the class 

W (2/4): Exploring and Defining different rhetorical modes. Have read the Community Matters  

       handout. Discuss factors of purpose and audience in researching, writing, and drafting 

essays  

F  (2/6):  Continue rhetorical modes and purpose and audience 

 

M (2/9):  Example (illustration) rhetorical mode: emphasis on visual analysis. Have read Chapter 

1 of  

     Composing a Civic Life (CCL)  

W (2/11): Have read the Compass handout. Diagnosis writing 

F  (2/13): Have read pgs. 137-155 (appeals) of Chapter 4 in CCL 

 

M (2/16): Group work. Class practices on in-class examples 

W (2/18): Group work. Class practices on in-class examples 

F  (2/20):  Class Presentations 

 

M (2/23): Class Presentations   

W (2/25): Class Presentations  

F  (2/27):  Draft workshop #1. Following MLA format 

 

M (3/2):  Comparison and contrast rhetorical mode. Have read Chapter 4 of CCL up to page 

137  

W (3/4):  Have read Chapter 5 (182-194) of CCL  

F  (3/6):  Group work. Students bring in various examples of city/university publications. Essay 

#1 due 
 

M (3/9):  Group work. Students bring in various examples of city/university publications 

W (3/11): Class Presentations 

 F (3/13):  Class Presentations  

 

M (3/16): Spring Break 

W (3/18): Spring Break  

F  (3/20): Spring Break 

 

M (3/23): Class Presentations 



W (3/25): Draft Workshop #2. Establishing a personal checklist 

F  (3/27): Argument rhetorical mode. Have read Chapter 7 of CCL up to pg. 319 

 

M (3/30): Have read Chapter 9 of CCL: the following selections 412-423 & 436-461 

W (4/1):  Group work. Students research various issues on campus and in community   

F  (4/3):  Group work. Students research various issues on campus and in community. Essay #2 

due 

 

M (4/6): Guest Speaker or DVD 

W (4/8):  Class Presentations 

F  (4/10): Easter Break 

 

M (4/13): Easter Break.  

W (4/15): Class Presentations  

F  (4/17):  Class Presentations  

 

 

 

M (4/20): Draft workshop #3. Integration of quotations and topic sentences 

W (4/22): Definition rhetorical mode. Have read Chapters 8 of CCL up to pg. 365  

F  (4/24): Have read Chapter 10 of CCL up to pg. 505  

 

M (4/27): Group work. Students research various events, clubs and offices on campus and in 

community  

W (4/29): Group work. Students research various events, clubs and offices on campus and in 

community 

F  (5/1):  Class Presentations. Essay #3 due 

 

M (5/4): Class Presentations 

W (5/6): Class Presentations 

F  (5/8): Draft workshop #4 

 

M (5/11): No classes. Office visits 

W (5/13): No classes. Office visits  

F  (5/15): No classes. Office visits 

 

          


